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True Story: What Role 
Did the Mob Play in Boston? 
 
You’ve seen the movies and TV shows about the mob. 

Now it’s time to hear the real story. Reading about the 

mob in Boston, as written by the son of The Irish King 

of Winter Hill, sheds light on this explosive period of 

history that happened on the streets and docks of 

Boston fifty years ago. 

 

The True Story of James J. “Buddy” McLean is told 

by Michael McLean, who wants to set the record 

straight about his father, a man who is best 

remembered for eliminating the McLaughlin Gang 

from the Charlestown area of the city during the early 

1960s McLean-McLaughlin Irish gang war. Buddy, 

who worked on the Boston docks in the late 1950s and 

early 1960s with his father’s union card, was a 

teamster from Local No. 25 during this dangerous era 

when gangsters ran the docks. 

 

Says the author, “I have read all the books and the information on the Internet about my father, 

and most of it is wrong. After talking to his closest friends, I decided I would set the record 

straight.” The book outlines the rise of Buddy McLean from his humble beginnings as a 

hardworking truck driver, to leading the now infamous Winter Hill Gang, to his murder in 1965. 

 

 

THE IRISH KING OF WINTER HILL: THE TRUE STORY OF JAMES J. “BUDDY” 

MCLEAN (ISBN: 978-1-62516-669-2) is now available for $16 and can be ordered through 
the publisher’s website: 
http://sbprabooks.com/MichaelMcLean or at www.amazon.com or www.barnesandnoble.com. 
 

WHOLESALERS: This book is distributed by Ingram Books and other wholesale distributors. 
Contact your representative with the ISBN for purchase. Wholesale purchase for retailers, 
universities, libraries, and other organizations is also available through the publisher; please email 
bookorder@aeg-online-store.com 

 

About the Author: Michael McLean grew up in Somerville, Massachusetts, and now lives in 

South Boston. Most of this book takes place in Somerville. The first-time author works on the 

docks using his father’s union card, which has now been handed down for three generations. 
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ABOUT: Strategic Book Publishing and Rights Co, LLC provides book publishing, book marketing, and e-Book services to over 

10,000 writers around the world, employing 150 people who live throughout the US and work virtually through 

telecommunication. Strategic Book Publishing and Rights Co, LLC is experiencing over 30% growth per year, having published 

approximately 3000 authors with almost 100 new releases per month. Our books are available through Ingram, the largest book 

distributor in the world, as well as in bookstores, through Amazon, Barnes & Noble and all online channels. Strategic Book 



Publishing and Rights Co, LLC attends and exhibits at the major book expositions in London, New York, China, and Germany 

each year. 
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